{Minutes of Seplember 1, 2016) 206

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
CITY COUNCIL. CHAMBERS
WALLACE J. PUCHALSKI MUNICIPAL BUILDING
212 MAIN STREET, NORTHAMPTON
Northamplon, MA
Seplember 1, 2016

A regular meeling of the City Couacil was called to order by Gity Council President William H.
Dwight. At 7:26 pm on a rall call the following Cily Councilors were present:

At-Large Councilor William H. Dwight At-Large Councilor Ryan R. O'Donnell
Ward 1 Councilor Maureen T. Carney  Ward 2 Councilor Dennis P. Bidwell
Ward 3 Councilor {(Vacant) Ward 5 Councilor David A. Murphy
Ward 6 Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge Ward 7 Councilor Alisa F, Klein,

The following City Councilor{s) was {were) absent: Ward 4 Councilor Gina-Louise Sclarra
Coungilor Klein motioned to suspaend Cily Council Rules to allow the Council to change the

order of business; Councilor 0’'Donnell seconded the motion. The motion was approved an a
voice vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent {Councilor Sciarra), 1 Yacant.

Public Hearing

Public Hearing:

Councitor Dwdght annouiced the foliowing: The Northampton City Coundil wift hold a public heaning on Thursday,
Oclober 6, 2016, at 7:05 p.m. in City Gouncil Chambers, 212 Main Streal, Northamptlon, MA to discuss the
percentages of the Jocal lax levy to ba bome by each class of real and personal property within the City of
Northamgton for FY 2017 in accordance with Chapler 40, Qecﬁon 56 of the Massachuseits General Lawis.

Recognitions and
One-Minute
Announcemenis by
Councilors

Recognitlons and One-Minule Announcements by Councilors

None

Commugications
and Proclamations

From the htayor

Senlor Sarvices
Director Linda
Desmond
Infroduced

Communtcations and Proclamations From the Mayor:

Mayor Narkewicz naled that at ihe August 18, 2016 City Council meeting the City Council confirmed the new
Senior Services Direclor, Linda Desmond, Director Desmaond was unable to atlend the last City Council mealing
and the Mayor invited Director Desmond fo tonight's meeting to meet the Council.

Councilor Dwight recalled when Direclor Desmond served on tha City Counm! as Ward b Cily Councilor. At the
time he was sad lo ses her go and is glad lhat she has returned.

Director Desmond apologized for nol being able {o alftend the last meeting; sha feels privileged o be back
working in her field of gerontology.  Direclor Desmond asked the Councilors to [et her know if any of their
constiluents have a particular need. She is happy (o report that on Oclober 31 the Senior Center will have its
first van on the road. Presently she is working on a survey to assess needs of the communily and the feedback is
interesting. She invites feadback from the Councilors. She also noted that on Oclober 11, 12, and 135 the
Senior Cenler vill be having an Aulumn Festival where the doors will be cpen from 8am unlil 8pm. New activities
vill be introduced and fours vill be offered.

Councilor Dwight is excited about the prospest of making pacple aware of the services of the Senior Cenler.

Councilor LaBargs stated Director Desmond promised to go to seniors who are housebound and wanled an
update about the plan. Director Desmond has met with Highland Valley and is working on idenlifying the needs
through the needs assessment survey. That program vill nsed “partners” and Director Dasmond is working fo
identify people who need that extra supperl. She doesn't wan to re-invent something that is atready happening
and wants to make sure that any changes made are meaningful and necessary. This may take time, but Director
Desmond ptans on changes based on information sha learns over the next bwo months. They will work to support
existing programs, as needed. Director Desmond has only been on the job for six weeks, ard she feals with fme
she wilt be abla to make changes that vill benefit the community. She noles that the staff and volunteers are
wonderful and she looks forward to working with everyone at the Cenler,

Councilor LaBargs asked aboul the bwo vans that will be added at the Senior Center; Director Dasmond noled
that the first will be delivered on Oct. 31=and the second is being ordered and fitled. The Center will Tirg van
drivers.

Coungitor Klein welcomed Director Desmond. She offered Direclor Desmond to share events and other news
vith City Coundilors; they all have 'List Serves” and can share news with a host of residents.

Director Desmond commented that she has been werking a lot all over the world and she notes that there is no
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City tike Northamplon. Northamplon is very unique. The Center offers writing workshops and so far 10
participants have been published.

Counciler Murphy thanked Director Desmond for serving.

Mayor Narkewicz reminded the Coundi! that the Three County Fair starls on Friday, September 27, there willbe a
special focus on Velerans on Friday evening. A special concert is planned. The Mayor thanked the Three

Kick-off | County Fair Board of Directors for working with the local Veterans Agent to make this happen.
Resolutions Resolutions:
16.147 A Resolution | 16.147 A Resolution Opposing Lifting the Cap on Commonwealth Charler Schools - 1st Reading
Opposing Lifting the
Canon
Commenwealth | Coundilor Bidwell commented that the Resolution speaks for itself. He noles that the system to fund charter
Charter Scheols - | schools is badly flawad; he fesls il needs a fundamental overhaul before adding more charter schools fo the
ist Reading | system. He is suggesting that the Northampion City Councll join a lot of other City Councils and School

Commillees around 1he state in going on record urging a "ne” vote on Question 2 when Il comes up on the
November ballot. If passed, bwelve naw charler scheols would be allowed to be added to the syslem per year.
Councilor Bidwell is clear lhat the resolution is not about is any exgression of disapproval of families who elect to
go to charter schools. He respects parents who make the dedision to send thefr ovi children lo charter schools
in the bast interest of the child. He noles that in June of this year the City Cotncil voted on a budget where $2.2
million of Northampton taxpayer money went out 1o six charter schoo!s in surrounding communities. This
represents aboul 8% of Northampton's school budget. The irony of this is that charter school parenis have
remarked that they chose charter schools for the arfs, music and language programs that are avaitable in the
charter schools. [fthe $2.2 million vieren't leaving the Northampton school system, the schools could cffer
instrumental music and foreign language instruction in the elementary schools; late start to the high school could
be funded becauss the transporialion costs ceuld be paid for; alhletic fess in schools could be eliminated; and
twa more pre-schools could be added.

Councilor LaBarge attended a forum on Juse 22 at JFK Middle School. She found the forum to be educational on
reasons why not o vole {o lift the cap on chart schools. Saving schools is a grass roots coalition. Parents,
sludents and communily grolps that support qualily public schools for all and oppose a ballot question that would
|ift the cap on privalely funded commonweaith schools. She knows several residents who are willing to hold signs
on election day to help educate the public on how sericus ihis vote is. She stales that lifing the cap wifl drain
biflions of dollars from public schools. She noles that charler schoo!s are not accountabla fo kocal commonitiss.
Charler schools are divisive and creale a (wo liered sysiem described by NAACP as separale and unequal. They
under serve special needs children and children whose primary language is not English. Just this year alone
charter schools will divert $400 mitlion from public schools. This money is needed in cur district. Public Schools
nead smaller class sizes. Charler schools are being run by for-profit corporations. Councilor LaBarge
encouragss volers lo vote 'no” on November 8% an Question #2.

Councilor Murphy witt not support the resolution. For fifm itis a question of equity. He notes that the “one
percent’ can send Iheir children anywhere they wanl, even the more expensive places. Over 50% of cily tax
dollars go to education. For people viho go to private schoal, the cily gals 1o keep the fax dotlars to support local
education. In Massachusetts there are about 40,000 vho attend charler schools. Thatis sfightiy aver 4% of the
population of children; 1l hardly seams that this will bankeupt the system. Also, there is a list ¢f about 32,000 on a
waiting st to getinto charter schoo’s. In lolal this represents 7% of the children in Massachusslls viho parents
have exprassed an interest in sending them to charfer schoo!s. Counciler Murphy feels that tis is hardly a
number that is going to bankrupt the education syslemy. He notes thal belween the children vihe opt cut of
Northamplon Schools and the children who schoal-cheice info Northampton, the difference Is about 70 children.
He believes thal this amounls fo less than $1million going out of Northampton to support charter schools. {f you
are ot a viealthy person, there is no school choice for your children.  This year the State Senate passed a bill
that allowed for an increass in charer schools with a $1.4 biliien increase for public schools. The Massachuselts
House of Representative refused to hear the issue. This is a queslion thatis important te less than 10% of the
parenis bul here is nothing more imporiant to & parent than the education of children. If your kids are in school
right now, now is lhe time to {ake action. Coundilor Murphy does not see it as thal threalening a thing. He
respects Coundilor Bidwell's position on the issue, ut Councior Murphy feels thal the slate is not going to fix the
funding mechanism if they don't need fo. I the resolution passes, and the number of charter schools increases,
they will fix the furding mechanism, |Fhis doasn't pass, they will [el a very inequitable funding mechanism
continue forever. Councilor Murphy propossd changing the foundation amaunts of outgoing versus incoming
dollars; he has no desire to lose money when a parent decides they want 1o opt into a charter school. The state
formula is 1he reason why towns suffer; Councilor Murphy feels that the legislature shoutd fix that. Ceunciter
Murphy encourages voters to look info the issue furlher, learn the facts, and understard that this should not be
threatening to the schoels in Massachusells. Rather, it should be a mechanism by which parents who don't have
the means o select private school but want semething else for their children. Many of the chaster schools were
targeled for areas where schools are in failure. Councilor Murphy was surprised fo see this on the agenda with
5o litle fime fo talk about the issue and vith so dittle research up front abeulil. He cannot support ihe resolution
vithout more facls and understanding about the concems. In service-vendor communities, residents don't have a
cholce about fire, police, water, etc. The school system is the only area in which parents will have a cheice about
where 10 send their kids. Councilor Murphy encourages the Council to not just blindly vote a resolution io take
that away from parents who don't have the means but wani %o offer another choice to their children. He would
rather see another approach fo put pressure en the House of Representatives to dea! with the inequity about the
distribution of funds for the children that leave and a more equitable approach to ho schools are funded. This
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may seem like a quick soluticn, butit is not the right sclution.

On rebullal, Councilor Bidwell explained that the rasolution is not infended to suggest that charler schools should
go away or thal there is somelhing wrong wilh providing grealer sducalional opporiunities fo parents. iLis about
the funding mechanism that s so inequitable. There viould be much greater equily if the schoals viere funded
direclly by the state as opposed to coming out of school budgets. There are a number of states that fund them
directly as a state appropriation. If citizens and legistalure think charier schools are so important, then that would
be a more approgriate funding mechanism. Councilor Bigwell doasn't think that this is a possibilily by continuing
to expand the number of charter schools and continuing fo see a draln on public schools as this happens.
Coungilor Bidwell acknowiadges that this is not somathing that is bankrupling schools bul when you remove 8%
of any budgst, especially a school birdget, itis the 8% that aliows you fo do wondarfully creative things thal offer
cholces. While the public schools are nof being bankrupted, they are being handicapped. Councilor Bidwell feels
that a signal should be sent to say rather than let that situalion conlinue, voters are urged to hit the “pause”
button. He recognizes that it will not be simple to go back to lie legislature to come up with a beiter solution,
however, he doesn't feel that this can happen by letling the system conlinue.

Councilor Kurphy noted that the Gavernor and slate Senala came up wilh a compromise that would allow the
expansion of charters wilth $1.4 billion {o public schoo!s; the House of Representatives refused to hear the bifl.
The House will not deal with this issue if Cuestion #2 fails unless they are compelled io do so. Thalis the way it
is in Massachusetls.

hayor Narkewicz indicated 1hat the Governor did not support the Senate bill. The Senate Bill called for massive
increases 1o Chapler 70. Councilor Murphy was happy to accepl that correclion.

Coungilor Kurphy recognizes that this is a cemplex question. Given the amount of tme that the City Councii has
to deal vilh the issue, he faels that the matter vill not get the altention that itis due. [f question 2 passes, the
House of Represeniatives will need lo debate the issue wilh the Senats.

Councilor O'Donnell appreciates how Councilor Bidwell frames the issue by saying inis is not about altacking
personal choices of families. He acknowledges that every Councilor represenls people who choose lo send their
chitdren fo charter schools. Itis not about impugring lhe eriginal stated intention of hiaving charter schools.
There is a distinction betweaen the theory of the ariginal intenlion of charler schoals and loday's reafily. A cerlain
disproportion of the population that is served by charter schools verses that which public schools serve. Speclal
needs children are ona of the biggest examples. There are also disparities based on income that charter schools
do not address as advertised, Thatis a reatily thal gives Councilor O'Donnelf addilional incentive lo hil the pause
buiton. Knoving the facts is important, and he believes that the facts surrounding the criginal mission of charter
schools Is different than the facts are today. Ceuncilor O'Donneli can't understand why the cap should be litted
vithout fixing some of the problems, like the funding mechanism, He is not clear how having an unimited number
of charter schools will help to fix the funding mechanism for charler schools. He also stated that conceptually,
concerning the issue of equity, doesnt every child deserve a betler education; and is that the system that we
have foday?

Courcilor Camey noted that there is agreement that the furding mechanism is flavied. The concemn is whather or
nol fo fift the cap. Councilor Carrey is not sure that fifling the cap wilt force the legislature to deal with the funding
mechanism. She does think it is time to {ake a ime out and to prevent exacerbating a situatien that is pralty bad.
She vill support the resclutien. :

Councilor Dwight noted that creating community pressure may cause the legislatura fo fix the funding mechanism,
and he doesn't feel lhal lifing the cap will have lhe same result. The resclutien is resorling people to community
pressure and puls the legislature on notice ihat the problem does exist and has existed since charlers were
established. Charlers were Inlended to create equity in education; however, the Jacts en the ground don't bear
outihatequity. If that were the case, underserved communilies, like Holyoke, would be festoened with charler
schools. The issue concerning charter schools has fo do with taxation vithout representation. Voters do not gel
@ say in how ths $2 miflion is spenl. Lols of communilies have a school commillee because that level of
representalion has fo be reflected. That does netoccur in charter schools. Morey is sent oul from communities
and it is the cherler schools that get te dictate how those funds are spent. When you talk out social syslems, lke
emergency services, there is oversight and conlact at every level. Councilor Dwight noted that the funding
mechanism concerning schodl funding has been broken for a long fme and the conversations about the issues
are not nev. There seems fo be a common ground that advocaling for changa is falling on deaf ears. lHis
important to advocate for all the students in the community, faidy and justly with full representation. Cversized
classes, books from the 1970s, bussing concems; these are all subjects that Gounciter Dwight supporls
advocaling for.

Councilor Murphy noted that it would be painfully naive o believe that if the ballot question fails, the House of
Representatives is going lo deal vdlh {his, They chose aot to deal vith this whan there was a reasonable bill sent
to them by the senale. if this fails, Councilor Murphy believes that lhis is going to go info the waste basket and ga
away. Councilor #urphy moved fo posipone the vote until the next City Coundil meeting; there was no second.

Mayor Narkewicz noted that there is ahways a lot of information submitted wilh the budget that lalis o the issue of
charter schools. He agrees that the system is broken. Northarplon is not an underperforming district and the
Mayor has seen no innovation that has been passed on o public schools from the charfer schoo! system. The
$2.2 million dollar number quoted earfier is a very accurate number that Nerthamplon loeses to charter schools.
Councitor Murphy was referring to schooi choice; oulgeing luition for a charfer schoel student is $14,000 while
luition fer an incoming school choice studentis $5,500. In 2014 the volers of Norhamplon voled for a $2.5 miftfon
averride fo address budgel shortfalls. The way charler schoo! Wition is calculated, is not just foundation funding
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Hotion to approve
16.147 In 12 Reading

Motion Carried

16.156 A Resolution
To accept a gift of
crossyialk
equipment from
Northamplon
HMontessorl School -
1st Reading

Mayor revises
resolution to an
Order
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which is what public schools have to abide by, butis foundation plus a percentage of the override. Sowegoto
the volers to raise taxes, and more of it is diverted to the tuition system. Mayor Narkewicz feels that if the state
wants {c run state schools, the slate should give the charter schoels chapler 70 authorization. Then there would
be a real debate about Chapter 70 funding. Two years ago a blue ribbon pane! was convened fo look at the
Chapler 70 fermuta and that commillee eslimated that Chapter 70 was underfunded by about 32 bittion due to
undercounting the cost of special education and heallh insurance,  Adding more charler schools is not a
solulion.

Councilor Murphy nofed that the Mayor, School Commillea, and Finance Directors do an admial jab for
Northampton Public Schools. He does not want what he said to be held agaiast the Mayor or Schoot
Administration. Councilor Murphy doesn't see the House of Representatives dealing with this reasonably.

Mayor Narkevicz indicated that the real issue is about revenue.  If the governor wanled to increase money he
could kave added hat to his budgel. The Senate sald that they would aliow the cap but the cap cannot be lifted
until or unless Chapter 70 is fully funded,

Councilor Bidwell doasn’t want to vote in a way that will game the House of Representalives into doing the right
lhing. He would rather have the Council look af what the merits are with notletling the cap be lifted af this ima.
So much of this is aboul equity; there is equily in theory and then these is equity on the ground. A study that that
was done by the Superintendenl of Schoals and a public policy research group to find out who are the parenis
who pulled their children from the Norhampton Schools and chose charter schools and why. There was avery
high response rate. Whal lhe study showed was thal every single family sending their child o a charter school
vias a family thalincluded a parson vith a college degree or highar. The cenclusion is that charter schoals are
rot serving tha way we had inlended, thatis to provide oplions for those famifies that are lacking in oplions. 1tis
providing famflies vith opliens thal afready have abundant oplions. Some have characlerized it as providing
private schoo) education without having to pay private school lilion. That is hardly equily in the facts. The other
point on equity is that there is a high degree of self selection in the process because if kids require bussing, then
they won't ba going to a charler school. You have lo have the abilily to arrange transporiation on your owin.

Counciler LaBarge moved to approve the resolulion in firsi reading; Councilor Kiefn seconded the metion. The
motion was approved on a volce vole of 6 Yes, 0 No, 1 Abstention (Councifer Murphy), 1 Absent (Councilar
Sciarra), 1 Vacant.

16.156 A Resolution To accept a qift of crosswalk equipment from Northamplon ldontessori Schoo! - 15
Reading

Mayor Narkewdcz indicated that this resolution should have been framed as an order. It was fo be reviewed as an
order, hoviever, Iha City Counil did not take up this ilem as planned, 1twill be placed on the September 15, 2016
agenda for two readings. (Note: this item was reviewed and voled upan by the Commiitee on Finance enly).

Presentatlons

Betsy Alden - Spring
Grove Cemefery
project

Presentafions:
Betsy Alden - Spring Grove Cemetery project

Detsy Alden is a Ward 7 resident and gave a presentation about a volunteer project that she and elhers have
been working on fo acknowledge and pay hemage to people who have been buiied in the City cemetery at the
‘Potter's Fisld’, Ms. Alden lives near Spring Grove Cemstery and happened o be walking through the cemetery
one night. Durirg the walk she learned from & cemelery worker that an area was designated as a *Potier’s Figld”
{a location viere indigent people are buried). Ms. Alden noted that the area is just a mowed section of land
wilhout markings or olher identifying means. ks. Alden approached the Cemetery Director, Bill Sullivan, and
asked if something could be done.

t4s. Alden showed aerial pictures of the Cemetery and the [ocalion of Potter's Field. Ms. Alden raised over 3500
through private donations from Florence Bank and from residents of Easthamplon, Belcherfown, Greenfield,
Westfield, Norihrampten, Florence; with these donations she purchased plants lo create a shade and wooedland
garden. Ws. Alden noted that without the approval and support of Mr. Sullivan, this project would not have
moved forward. Ms. Alden had a crew of Cemetery/DPW workers who helped o unload the fruck of plants that
were purchased from Wanczyk Nursery in Hadley; a crew of three friends helped Ms. Alden with planting the
garden.

tAs. Alden noted that Poller's Field was wreated in the 1920's and there aboul 70 - 80 people buried there. A
large stone has been placed in the general vicinfly of the burial site. There are future plans o add a plaque to the
slone to memorialize lhe buria! site (she notes that only two graves wese marked with a marker, one of which
could not easily be read). She would also like to have a non-denominational service to memorialize the garden
and the srea. Ms. Afden plans to continue to take care of the garden in the fulure. She notes that at the ime
people are buried in Potler's Field thers is no service at all. The DPW slaff are the casket bearers and there is no
one bul the DPW workers in altendance.
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Councilor Dvight thanked Ms. Alden for her work. When asked, Ms. Alden explained that there is documentation
about lhe pecple who are buried in Potter's Field. The information is kept in the Cemelery Direclor's Office. The
last time someone was buried lhere was six ysars ago.

Councitor Klein lhanked Ms. Alden for herinspiring work. The project she chose is from the hea:t and is an
example of a Norlhampton resident doing something completsly voluntary. Ms. Alden saw a need and acted
upon il; she contacled the correct cily staff to make it happen. This project honors cilizens of Northampten and
beautifies ihe cemetery. Coundilor Klein is grateful that she took on such an endeavor.

Councitor O'Donnell thanked Ms. Alden for beautifying something In lhe present while giving life 1o something in
the past. Proects like this are rare but valuable to the City.

Councilos Bidwell thanked Ms. Alden for her work and offered the observalion that if she did want to continue her
fundraising efforts, he has a fesling lhat it would be supported in the community.

Councilor LaBarge thanked Ms. Alden for her work, She knows the hard work that it takes to do the work that she
had done.

Counciler Klein also roled hat Ms. Alden contacled her about beaulifying the Center of Florence. Her callis
unusual in that most callers wani City Councilors (o do something for them; it is rare lo hear from semeone who
wanls to make a coniribulion {o the community.

Councilor Dvight stated that her inifiative and devolicn are very much apprecialed.

Consent Agenda

Consent Agenda

fdotlen to approve
Consent Agenda

Hotion Carried

Councilor O'Donnell moved Yo accept the consent agerda; Councilor LaBarge seconded the motion. The motion
was approved on a voice vole of 7 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Councilor Selarra), 1 vacant.

The follovding items were included on the consent agenda, and were approved as noted above:

A, 16.136 Appointment of Jeff Jones, Norfhampton Housing Representative to the Community
Preservation Committee

B. 16.154 Referral of Appoiniments fo Committees as follows:

Consewa‘liqn Commlission:
Lisa Fusco, 130 Cross Palh Road, Northampton, term September 2016 - June 2019

Housing Partnership
Richard Abuza, 245 Chestnut St, Flovence, term July 2016 - June 2019 (Reappoiniment)

Alisen Brauner, 19 Market St., Apl. B, Northampton, term Seplember 2016 - June 2018

Human Righis Commlssion:
Karen Bellavance-Grace; 19 Church St., Northampten, term Seplember 2016 - June 2019
Davina tditler, 33 Summer St., Northampton, term September 2016 - June 2019

Public Shade Tree Commission:
Todd Ford, 78 Fern St., Florence, term July 2016 - June 2019 (Reappointment)
Marilyn Castriotta, 79 West St,, Northampton, term July 2016 - June 2019 (Reappointment)

C. HMinutes of August 18, 2018

Recess for
Commitfee on
Finance Meeting

At 8:36 p.m. the City Councll recessed for the Committes on Finance meeting. The City Council
reconvened at 9:00 p.m.

Financlal Orders

Rfotlon fo revise
order of business

Motion Carried

Financtal Orders

Hotion to revise City Counci! Order of Business made by Councilor Dvight and secoaded by Councilor LaBarge.
The molion was approved on a voice vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, 1 Yacant,  Absenl {Councilor Sclarra).

16.139 An Order to Authorize Purchase of Four Lots for Affordable Housing on Glendale Road - 2nd

16,139 An Order to
Authorize Purchase | Reading
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of Four Lots for
Affordable Housing
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Hotion o approve
16.139 in 27

Reading

Motlon Carried
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Planning & Sustainabiity Director Wayne Feiden indicaled ihat the land specified in the order is not currenlly
conssrvation land and is privately owned propesly. There is also a subdivision permil that is in effect and stit
valid. The permit would allow the property oviner to divide the property up o 24 units, If the City does nolhing,
the land vdll Hikely be developed as 24 units. The City has done its own assessment to determine how the land
could ba developed; one idea viou'd be te develop the land as originally planned (24 unils); another idea is fo
divida up the land and place two cul-de-sacs on either end of the property with six and seven unifs on each end.
This is what the markel sotulion 10 the property would be. The City Council approved the purchase of the land a
number of months ago. That authonty allows the Cily [o find a developer for the four lols, have the daveloper
wirite the check direclly to the seller and have the Cily purchase the remaining property. If that scenario were
crafted, the City Council would not need to vole on ihis order. The reason the City Councit Is voling on this order
is because there is benefits to the tile of those four lols to come to the City. Habitat for Humanity is the likely
developer for the land for affordable housing for first time home ownership. There is a grant that Habitat for
Humanily would be eligible for that Is scored cut of 100 points. Of those 100 points, 10 points are granted if the
land is donaled. Soifthe Mayor gives $20,800 fo Habilat to buy the land and Habitat then writes a check to
purchase the land, they would not be eligible for tha 10 points. If the City buys the lofs and donales the land fo
Habitat, then this would create belter funding opporlunity for the project. Before tonight there were alot of
queslions aboul the property Lhal could not be answered until the Cily was able fo perform due difigence,
including perc tesling, surveying, etc. When the project goes 1o the Planning Board naxt Thursday, it is not to
approva the four homes, but rather to amend the original special permit from 24 homes down to four.

Councilor Dwight asked Director Feiden fo explain the difference befween "low income housing” and "sffordable
housing”. Direclor Feiden noted that "low income” focuses on people’s income, while aflordable housing refers to
housling that is affordable for people. The market that Habital is looking for are people who are working. They
wouldn'l be homeless or wilhoul a job. The target that the City had in the RFP specified people who were eamning
80% of median income or below. Whal that number actually is depends on the number of people in the family.
Councilor Dwight noted that vihen the project was first discussed, it was to address a neighborhoeod need about a
largs scale development project that was proposed by a privale developer. This developer would have been
allowed by right onee ey passed permilting. The reighborhoed was very concemed about the scals of the
project. What was worked out was the best possible prospect, including the creation of a buffer, and diminishing
the impact to the nsighbors.

Direclor Feiden noted that three years ago when Ihe permilting was done, there were a dezen or 50 people who
came before the Planning Board and raised concems. The Planning Board had lo approve the project because it
met the criterion that has been established,

Councllor LaBarge stated that as a City Councilor in Ward 6, she believes that evaryone worked together to fight
the twenty-four home scenario, She did not approve of the project and was very vocal aboul her concerns.
There were meatings just like he one that is planned for tomerrow night. She does not have to have the
mestings, bul she is doing it so thal the owner can hear aboul what a project is aff about. She felt the septic
system was unacceplable. There were a'so people on Westhampton Read who were not going to support the
project. When she received a call from a resident who is an abulter, she met with Director Feiden and the
ghutter; they walked the property togelher. As far as four houses, Councilor LaBarge fesls it is accaptable.
Tonight she hears from a resident who just moved into the neighborhood, that she had not been notified about the
plans. Cirecter Felden explained that notices should have gone out for the public hearing and an oranga sign
went up as well. Pecple are much more Jikely fo nolice a sign than a legal ad in the Gazetle. Abulters are also
notified by mail, but state law requires that the nolice be senl to abullers as of January 1. .

Councitor O'Donne! moved to approve lhe order in second reading; Coundilor Sidwell secended the motion. The
motien was appraved on & roll call vole of 7 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Coundiler Sciarra), 1 Vacani.

The following order passed second reading:

16.139 Continued

Upon the recommendation of }ayor David J. Narkewicz and Planning & Sustainability

16.139
An Order
To Authorize Four Lots for Affordable Housing on
Glendate Road

Ordered, that

WHEREAS, COn May 19, 2018, City Council approved purchase of 553 acres located hetween Glendale
and Weslhamplon Roads, lhe approved 24 ol Kensinglon Estales subdivision, for opan
space and alimiled housing develcpment,

WHEREAS, The City has proceeded vith ils dae diligence and designed a limited development scenario
{hat preserves the guality apen space and provides much needed affordable housing, laking
advantage of existing uliliies, the best scils, and the lowest development and permitting
cos's;

WHEREAS, The limiled development scenaria includes:

211




{Minutes of September 1, 2016} 212

1. 53.13+ acres as an addilion lo the Kineral Hills Conservalion Area

2. Four building lofs on 2.2+ acres (instead of the developer's planned 24 lots)

3. The four lots being dedicaled for first-time home buyer affordable housing

4. Two driveways (instead of the developar's planned one-third mile road}

5. 0.09+ acres surplus to ather cily needs to be donated lo the abuller whe is most effected
by the project

8. Community Development Block Grant vill fund the purchase of the building lots 1o create
permanent affordability.

WHEREAS, The previous approval remains in effect, which authonzes lhe city to purchase the
conservalion land, and no further conservation approval is required.

Ordered, that
The Kayos is authorized to accept a deed or deeds to the above referenced 2.28+ acres;

Further, that City Council declares such tand surplus 1o City needs;
Further, that the Mayor is authorized o ransfer deeds to:

1. The abuller for the surplus fand (Parcet A, 0.08+ acres)
2. An affordable housing developer for the four building lots (Lots 1, 2, 3, and 4, 2.2+ acres)

E-l

16.132 Enrolled | gylas suspended, passed two readings and enrolled,

16.149 An Oider to
authorize payment

for a previous year
bifl for the DPW - st

Readlng

16.149 An Order te authorize payment for a previous year bill for {he DPW - 15t Reading
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16.149 Gontinued

ffotton to approve
16.149 in 1<t Reading

Motlon Cariled
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Councilor Murphy moved to approve tha order in first reading; Councilor Carney seconded the molion. The
motion was approved on a roll call vole of 7 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent {Courcilor Sciarra), 1 Vacant.

See minutes of Seplember 15, 2016 for second reading.

16.150 An Order to

16.150 An Crder fo appropriate $17,045 for stair repair at the Academy of Music - 1st Reading

appropriate $17,045
for stair repair at the
Academy of Music -

1st Reading

ifotfon fo approve
16.150 in 15t Readin

Moticn Carried

Councior Murphy moved to approve the order in first reading; Councilor O'Donnell seconded the metion. The
motion vas approved on a roll call vole of 7 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Courcilor Sciarra), 1 Vacant.

See minufes of September 15, 2016 for second reading.

16.151 An Order to

16.151 An Qrder to appropriate $41,137 for replacement of 1986 six-wheel sander for DPW - {st Reading

appropriate $41,137
for replacement of
1986 slx-wheel

sander for BPYY - 15t
Reading

fotion to approve
16.151 in 15t Reading

Motion Carried

16,152 An Qrder to
rescind borrowing
authority for various
projects - 1st
Reading

Motion to approve
16.1452 in 1¢ Reading

ttotion Carried

16.153 An Order to
Rescind Borrowing
Authority for various
projects - ist
Reading

Koflon to approve
18,153 in 15t Reading

Motion Garried

16.155 An Order o
approprlate $60,000
to demellsh or make
safe a fire damaged

structure at 49
Round Hill Road -

Request 2 Readings
Motion to appiove
16.155 in 1t Reading

hiotion Carried

Motlon fo suspend
City Council Rules
to aflow for 2

Reading

Ceunciler LaBarge moved to approve the order in first reading; Councilor O'Donrell seconded the motion: The
molion was approved en a roll call vole of 7 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent {Councilor Sciarra), 1 Vacant.

See minutes of September 15, 2016 for second reading,

18,152 An Order to rescind borrowing authority for various profects - ist Reading

Councilor | aBarge movad to approve the order in firsl reading; Councilor O'Donnell seconded the molicn. The
motion was epproved on a fali call vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, T'Absent (Councilor Sciarra), 1 Vacant.

See minutes of September 15, 2016 for second readina,

16.153 An Order to Rescind Borrowing Authority for varlous projects - 1s{ Reading

Councilor O'Donnell movad ko approve the order in first reading; Counsilor LaBarge seconded the motion. The
motion was approved on a rofl call vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Councilor Sciarra), 1 Vacant.

See minuies of Soptember 15, 2016 for second reading.

16155 An Order to appropriate $60,000 to demolish or make safe a fire damaged structure at 49 Round
Hill Road - Request 2 Readings

Coungilor Klein moved to approve the order in first reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded the motion. The motion
was approved on a rell call vote of 7 Yes, O No, 1 Absent {Counditor Sciarra),  Vacant.

Councilor LaBarge moved to suspend council rutes to attow for a second reading; Councilor Murphy secended the
molicn. The motion was approved on a voice vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, T Absent (Councllor Sciarra), § Vacant.
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16.155 Continued
ffotion Carried
Motion to approve
16.1551n 24
Reading

tlotion Carried
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Coungilor Murphy moved to approve the order in second reading; Councilor O'Donnell seconded the motion. The
motion was approved on a ro!l ¢all vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Councilor Sciarra), 1 Vacant.

The following order passed second reading:

16.155 Enrolled

Upon the recommendation of the Mayor

16.155
AN ORDER
To appropriate §60,000 to demolish or make safe a fire damaged structure at 49 Round Hill Road

Ordefed. {hal:

the sum of $ $60,000 be and hereby is appropriated to the Emergency Damolition Account (19303-586124-14)
from the Stabilization Fund to demalish or make safe a fire demaged slructure located a1 49 Round Hill Road in
accordance wilh the Massachusetts State Building Cede, 780 CMR chapter 1, section 116.4 and pursuant to the
recovery provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 139, §3A and in accordance wilh Chapler 2 of the State Sanitary Code 105
CMR 410.

Rules suspended, passed fwo readings and enrolled,

16.140 An Order to | 16.140 An Qrder to authorize the purchase of 17.90 acres fo add to the Saw Mill Hills Conservation area
authorize the | east of Sylvester Road - 2nd Reading
purchase of 17.90 -

acres to add to the
Saw Bl Hllls
Conservation area
gast of Sylvester
Road - 2nd Reading

Motlon to approve
16,140 in 2
Reading

Hotion Carrded

Councilor Bidvell moved to approve the order in second reading; Councilor O'Dennell seconded the molion. The
motion was approved on a roll call vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Councior Sciarra), 1 Vacant.

Thie following order passed second reading:
Upon the recommendation of Mayer David J, Narkewicz, Planning & Sustainability, and the Conservation
Commission

16.140
An Order
To Autherize fhe Purchase of 17.9 Acres fo add to Saw Mill Hill Conservation Area
East of Sylvester Road

Ordered, that

WHEREAS, The Open Space and Recreation Plan: 2011-2018 recommends preserving open space in the Saw
Milt Hifls to fift in widlife and walking trail gaps in the preserved conservalion area;

WHEREAS, The owners, for over lwo centuries, of 17.92 actes localed on Roberts Hill in the Saw Mill Hills
Conservation Area, south of Chesterfield Road and east of Sylvester Road have agreed lo seil their property for
$26,850; .

WHEREAS, While the land is landlocked and has no development valos, il fifls a critica! gap within the Saw Ml
Hills Conservalion Area;

WHEREAS, The city has already raised all of the purchase price from communily conlributions and na new city
appropriation or CPA funds are required;

Ordered, that

The Conservalion Commission is aulhosized to purchase or olhenvise acquire for conservation and passive
recreation purposes, as provided by MGL Chapler 40, §8C, any fee, easement or censervalion reslriction as
defined in MGL Chapler 184, §31 or any other interest in ihe above land and any immediately adjoining Jand; that
the Gity Coundil hereby accepts such conservalicn restrictions; that the Conservation Commission is authorized
to grant consecvation restrictions on any fand so acquired;
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16.140 Continued

16,140 Enrolled

b

16.141 An Order to
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Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.

16.141 An Order to authorize the purchase of 20 acres to add to the Broad Brook Greenway west of Horth

authorize the

farms Road - 2nd Reading .

puichase of 20 acres
to add to the Broad

Brook Greenway
west of North Farms

Road - Znd Reading

Motien o approve
16.141 in 2

Reading

¥otion Carried

Councilor ODoennell moved lo approve the order in second reading; Councilor Klein seconded the motien. The
motion was approved on a roll call vate of 7 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Councllor Sclarra), 1 Vagant.

The following order passad second reading:
Upon the recommendation of Mayer David J. Narkewlez, Planning & Sustainability, and the Conservation

Comimission
16.141
An Order
To Authorize the Purchase of 20 Acres {o add to the Broad Brook Greenway
West of North Farms Road

Ordered, that

WHEREAS, The Open Space and Recreation Plan: 2011-2018 recommends preserving open space in
the Broad Brook Greenway lo fil in vildife and walking trail gaps in e preserved
conservalion area;

WHEREAS, The owmner of 20+ acres located adjacent to the Beaver Brook/Broad Brook Greenway, wast

of North Farms Road, has agreed to sell thelr property for $20,600;

WHEREAS, This purchase will provide the first vialking link from North Farms Road te the Beaver Brook/Broad
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16.141 Continued

16141 Eprolled

16.143 An Order to
authorize the
purchase of 9 lots
for limited
development off
Burts Pit Road and
Overltook Drlve - 2nd
Reading

Motion {o approve
16.143 in 2™ Reading
16.143 Con[inued
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Brook Greenway, crealing an exciting link;

WHEREAS, Funding witl come from Community Preservation Act and from community contributions;

Ordered, that

The Conservation Commission is authorized to purchase or clhensise acquire for conservalion and passive
recrealion purposes, as provided by MGL Chapter 40, §8C, any fae, easement or conservalion reskiclion as
defined in MGL Chapter 184, §31 o any other interest in the above land and any immediately adjoining fand; {hat
the Gity Council hereby accepls such conservation restriclions; 1hal the Censsrvalion Commission is authorized
to grant conservalion restrictions on any land so acquired.

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrofted,

16,143 An Order to authorize the purchase of 9 tots for imited development off Burfs Pit Read and
Overlook Drive - 2nd Reading

Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the order in second reading; Counciter O'Donnell seconded the motion.
The molion was approved on a roll ca¥ vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Councilor Sclarra), 1 Vacant
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The following order passed second reading.

Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J, Narkewicz and Planning & Sustainabifity

Ordered, that

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

16.143
An Order
Authorizing the purchase of 9 Lots for limited development off
Burts Pit Road and Qverlook Drive

On Kay 19, 2018, City Councit approved purchase of 110+ acres localed bolween Busds Pif
Road, Stone Ridge Road, Qverlook Drive, and Florence Read, for open space and a limited
housing development;

The City has proceeded with its due diligence and designed a limited development scenario
that preserves the quality open space and provides much needed housing, taking adventage
of exisling wiilities, the best soils, the most environmentally sensitive design, and the lowast
development and permilting costs;

WHEREAS, The Gity's goal in 1his limited development scenatio is the crealion of al least twe lois dedicated for

YWHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

Ordered, that

first-lime buyer affordable housing;

The limited devalopment scenario includes:
1. 110+ acres as an addition lo Brookwood Marsh Conservation Area
2. Up 1o ning building lots en 267t acres (as shovwn on the allacked preliminary plan) as
follows:
A Qverlook Drive Lot 1, only if there is not funding to keep as open space and
B. Buris Pit Read Lots 3 through 10, vith-ore-er-twa a number of lots dedicated for first-
time home buyer afferdable housing if CDBG and other funding is available
3. Driveways {instead of the daveloper's planned roads)

The previcus spproval remains in effect, which authorizes the city to purchase ihe
conservation land, and no further conservalion approval is required.

The Mayor is authorized lo accept a deed or deeds to the sbove referenced 2.67+ acres;
Further, that City Council declares such land surplus o City needs;

Further, that the Mayor is aulhorized fo transfer deeds for the building lots.
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16.143 Confinyed
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16.143 Continued

16,143 Enyolled

16,144 Order to

authorize payment
fer pHor vear Bills -
2nd Readln

Motion fo approve
16.144 in 2+

Reading
Motion Carried
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Rules suspended, passad two readings and enrolled.

16.144 Order to authorize payment for prior year bills - 2nd Reading

Coungilor Kleln moved o approve the order in second reading; Councilor LaBarge secordad the motion. The
motion vas approved on aroll call vole of 7 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent {Councitor Sciarra), 1 Vacant.

The folloviing order passed second reading:
Upan recommenda_tlon of the Mayor

16.144
An Order
To Authorize Payment of Prior Year Bills

BE IT ORDERED

that the Gauncil authorize payment of prior fiscal year bills {FY2016) related fo the DPW:

Comrast - $154.83 Waler Enterprise Fund
Comeast - $260.66 ' Water Enterprise Fund
OESCO - $688.11 Genaral Highways
Jankowski and Spencer, PC - $1,117.50 Legal Services
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16.144 Continued | Jankowski and Spencer, PC-  §777.60 Legal Services

Jankawski and Spencer, PC - §1,237.50 Legal Sarvices

Jankowski and Spencer, PS - §1,229 Legal Services

16.144 Eprolled | Rules suspended, passed tv/o readings and ensolled,
16.145 An Order to { 16.145 An Qrder to accept a gift of a van from PYTA for the IT Department - 2nd Reading

accept a glft of avan
from PVTA for the IT
Dapartment - 2nd
Reading

Metien to approve

Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the order in second reading; Councilor Klein seconded the motion. The

16.145 fn 2 reading | motion was approved on a roll calf vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Councitor Sciarra), 1 VacanL
Hiotion Carried | The folloving order passed second reading:
Upay reqommendation of 1w fMayuy
16,145
An Qeder
To Authesite acceptance a glit of o
2010 Ford Tyanslt Connect van for the IT Depastment
Oridered, that
the City of Marthampton gratefolly accepls the donation of a 2018 Ford Transit Conagcl van
from the Pioneer Valtoy Transit Authorily (PVTAY, in sccardance with Massachusells General
Law: Chapter 44, Section 83A Lo he used By the Information Technolagy (13) Bepartoent
16.145 Enrolled | pyles suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.
Orders Orders
16.146 Accept a | 16,146 Accept a deed or a taking for Pleasant Street from Holyoke Street to Hockanum Road - 2nd

deed or a taking for

Reading

Pleasant Street from

Holyoke Street to
Hockanum Road -
2nd Readin

Motion to approve

16.146 in 24
Readlng

Mofion Carrled

Councilor F'Donnell moved lo approve Ihe order in second reading; Councilor Kleln seconded the motion. The
motien was approved on a roll call vote of 7 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Counciior Sciarra), 1 Vacant.

The following order passed second reading:
Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz

16.146
An Order

Jo Accept A Deed for a porllon of Pleasant Street

WHEREAS, On July 14, 2016, City Council approved a petition accepting Pleasant Slreet from Holyoke
Street to Hockanum Road (eurently a MassDOT layout);

WHEREAS, MassDOT has provided the Cily with the final survey for this work and Cily Councit final
approval to accepl a deed or laking for this property is required.

Ordered, that

The Mayor is authorized o accept a deed or deeds to the above referenced Plsasant Street layoul, substantially
as shown on the alfached survey.

Rules suspended, passed fwo readings and enrolled.

220




{Minutes of Sepiember 1, 2018) 221

16.146 Contlnued
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16.146 Enrolled Rules suspended, passed two readings and ensolled.

Ordinances Ordinances
None
Updates from Updates from Council President and Commliftee Chairs
Councll President
ang Commitiee Coungilor Dvdght took a moment fo respend to concerns that were ralsed about the valling of a Human Rights
Chairs Commission membar. He noled thal these was a call for deeper and more infense velfing of the candidale;

hoviever, he feels that this measure is unnecessary. The voluntears are asked to commit to community service in
a not-for-pay capacily. Thay have no judicial autherity and no suthority beyond making recommendations. In so
far as they serve and do It well this Is the measure by which they should be judged. If somegne velunieers and
submits thelr application and their credentials are found to be acceptable, then thatis an acceptable and
appropriate process. There s the risk of discouraging applicants from submilting their resumes for consideration-if
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their every word and document is scoured for potential exclusion from the process, then Councilor Dwight feels
that this would ba bad. This level of scrutiny would diminish the desire fo work in & velunteer capacity, who
among “us” does nof speak inappropriately from time to time. Counciler Dwight apologized for the inapprepriale
comment he made in 2 recent newspaper article about the issue; he feels his words were poorly chosen. .

Infermation

Reaquests (Charter
Provision 2-7)

and Information
Study Requesls

Informatlon Requests (Charter Provision 2-7) and Information Study Requests

None

Mew Business

Hew Business: None

At 9:30 p.m., @ motion to adjoum was made by Councilor Murphy and secondad by Councilor Klein. The
vole to adjourn passed on a volce vole of 7 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent {Councilor Sciarra), 1 Vacant.

Aftggh: g /ﬂﬂ/ ministralive Assistant to the Cily Council

L
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